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WOMEN'’S COLLEGES FACING

MOST

IMPORTANT DUTY

Dean Virginia C. Gildersleeve of Barnard Tells 'HQVX to Meet It

Attraction of Business,

Professional, Scientific

~and Political Careers for Women Makes

Arduous Work for
tails Greatest Care

W that the college terms are

Faculties and En-
in Fixing Curricula

i full swing inereasing interest is

heing shown in the series of educational articles being presented

to readers of The New York Herald Magazine.

The countrywide

publicity given the results of Thomas A. Edison’s famous questionnaire
stmjtn'ff the mquivy “What is the matter with the colleges?” although
M. Edison himself maintained that the fault lay with the elementary

‘sehool system.,

¢ Then followed the scathing arrvaignment of our educa-
tional system by Dean West of Princeton.

He pointed out that practi-

call half the people in the United States were illiterate and yave figures

to prove it.

. Dean Jones of Yale told in another Herald interview why the great
New Haven educational institution had abandoned elective studies. Dr.
Henry N. MaeCracken, head of Vassar College, explained to @ Herald re-
porter why he thought the women's colleges were far in advance of

men's colleges.

curriculum.

. ) Followed Dean Hawlkes of Columbia, who expressed
decided ideas on the value of activities in the colleges outside the set

. To-day Miss Virginia C. Gildersieeve, dean of Barnard College
gives the woman educator’s viewpoint of the question. She offers many

‘mpartant constructive suggestions.

A recent trip to Ewrope, where Miss

Gildevslecve met the leading educators of the world, makes her i?tur-
view to-day of international importance. 4

By REGINALD

HE growing attraction of a business,

I professional, seientific or politieal

careey for the graduates of Ameri-

an women's colleges has emphasized a
growing and fmportant duty that has de-
volved upon the faculties of these institu-
tlons, Tt is, according to Dean Virgimia C.
tiildersleeve of Barnard College, that of
imducing women not under economic press-
ure to enter activities where the remu-
neration may be small in propertion to the
time spent or the results to he achieved.

This does not mean that the more re
munerative and less arduons places are to
e reserved for the women entively de-
pendent upon their own earning power, or
that attractive positions:in business or the
professions are to be served out as doles.
Dean Gildersleeve holds that the commu-
nity demands and is entitled to the best
from Its members; that positions should
he filled by those hest equipped to fill them,
Hut it does mean that the efucational work
at women's colleges is vmoring'upun i new
arn where the higher education of a grow-
ing proportion of the ungdergraduate body
is no longer only an incidental factor in
the academie programme,

«The decision of many, women, most
marked since the war, to enter the fields of
medicine, law, politics, science, journalism,
&c., has compelled o readjustment of study
courses, a reassortment of groupings and
the exploration of new ideas in the curric-
nin of women's colleges. [t has added a
new and international aspect to the proh-
lem of higher education for women which
will result, Dean Glldersleeve believes,
through the influence of the International
Federation of University Women, in a
steadily growing generosity on the part of
A\merican institutions in the matter of
scholarships for European students visit-
ing Ameriea; amd, on the other hand, the
‘reation of better facilities for American
students abroad. 4

Standing at Nation's Gateway,

Barnard Surveys Educgtional Field

Dean Gildersleeve, who recently returned
from Europe, where the latter phase of this
sbject eame under her especial ohserva-
tion In England, France and Italy, con-
tributes to-dayv to Tur New Yousk Herann's
series of discussions on educational reform,
Miss Gildersleeve feels that Barnard Col-
loge is destined to play an important part
in the development of the newer and
hroader ideas in the education of women
for two reasons: First, because of its con-
netion with Columbia University, and the
ipportunity afforded thereby to encournge
vl direct the work along scientific lHnes
il with unusual advantages to the stu-
dents themselves: and,. second, becaunse

mrnard Is, so to speak, situated at the
cateway to Ameries, throngh which stu-
tents from abroad enter, paunse to survey
the sitoation, then either cast their lot

mong the Institutions of the East or pass
i to knock st the portals of the colleges
W the West or South,

n the toples of elective rather than
pregeribed subjects of study and of re
anfred courses in Letin, which have been
digenssed In recent articles In Ty New
Yonuk Heraro Magazine, Mlss Gildersleeve
nHgns herself with the modernists in the
educational field. While in no way dis
ounting the value to the graduate of a
cemprehensive knowledge of the classieal
Innewages, she is of the opinion that the
time required to obtaln such a knowledge
Is out of proportion to the practical bene
fits derived In the avernge case,

“A knowledge of Latin is of course ex-
recdingly helpful,” safd Miss Gilderslesve
“but it is no longer Ihed at Barnapd,
Instend, however, we require an acgnaint
snee with the history, thought and civili
ration of classienl tiMos - knowledge that
ane might acquire. for example, from a
dudy of Greek lterature In transiation,

“In thi= direction 1 bellove Barmard [#

A. WILSON,

something of a pioneer, but | have found
that other colleges here and abroad are
adepting the same principles. There was
@ time when the theory was universally
beld that a classiceal education rested fun
damentally upon a knowledge of Tatiu
Most certajnly the student who has that
buckegound has the advantage over the
one who has not. But the opinion is grow
ing, and T heard it expressed recently in
addresses delivered ‘before the Congress of
I"niversities of the British Empire in Ox
ford, where the necessity was emphastzed
of bringing students into contaet with the
¢ivilization, thought and literature of clas
sical times rather than stopping with .
detalled knowledge of the dead Innguages
alone.”

How Barnard Handles
Elective Study Froblem

Barnard College, Miss Gildersleeve
points out, has met the problem of elective
rather than prescribed studies through a
flexible grouping of related subjects. The
ubject is to guide the student's develop-
tent, to control it without the ‘apparent
exercise of control, to see to it that the
student's research work is neither too nar-
row nor too scattered. Some good reason
wonld have to be shown before a student
would be permittad to confine her work
to such unrelated subjects as, for instance.
musfe, Spanish and anthropology.

Heverting to a discussion of the develop
ment of new educational ideas as a vesult
of the tendency of college women to enter
business and the professions Miss Gilder
sleeve gave proof that such tendency was
very real and provided in itself still an-
other problem for the women's colleges to
solve. It is the problem sof women teach-
ors. While a few vears ago the women's
culleges of the country Jolned in a co-
operative movement designed to point out
the attractions and possibilities of business
and professional careers for women, the
underlying purpose thereof was to head
off great numbers of graduates unfitted
temperamentally, or otherwise, from en-
tering the crowded and unremunerative
teaching fleld, The movement outgrew
Mself, until to-day, according to the dean
of Barnard, those same colleges are en-
gaged in an effort to remind young women
graduates not to overlook the interesting
and attractie work that offers in the
teaching field. The field of instructional
work in the higher education of women
is one therefore to which the attention of
women graduates, not under economic
pressure, must be directed by their facul-
ties, in the opinion of Miss Gildersleeve, if
the supply of gualitied teachers i to keep
pace with the student enrolment,

The incrensing number of women seek-
ing admission to the professional schools
of Colombia University has led the au-
thorities af Barnard in gearch of a sound
process for the development of educationsl
facilities along these lines, =)

"We are trying,” anid Dean Gildersleeve,
“more closely to articulate the work of
the gradunte and professionnl schools, and
we Have developed o plan under which stu-

Miss Virginia C. Gildersleeve, dean of Barnard College, who ex-
presses the woman's viewpoint on the question “What is the matter
with the colleges?” and offers many important constructive suggestions.

.
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same institution.

held the latter post since 1911.

subjects.
and Women's City clubs.

DEAN GILDERSLEEVE'S CAREER AS AN EDUCATOR
EAN VIRGINIA CROCHERON GILDERSLEEVE, daughter of Justice

Henry Alger Gildersleeve, retired, is a product of the schools of New York

city, where she was born in 1877, receiving her preparatory education in
the Brearly School and her college training at Barnard, from which she received
the degree of A. B. in 1899. A year later Miss Gildersleeve obtained from Colum-
bia University the degree of A. M. and eight years later that of Ph. D. from the
This honor was duplicated in 1916 by Rutgers College.

Miss Gildersleeve began her pedagogical carcer as instructor in English at
Barnard, later assistant professor and still later dean of that college.
She is the author of “Government Regulation of
the Elizabethan Drama' (1908) and several monographs on social and political
She is a member of the Women's University, Barnard, Cosmopolitan

She has

dents in their senior yvear at Barnard may
enter certain of the profeasional schools
at Columbia—and sometimes elsewhere—
and their first year's work there count for
their Barnard degree.”

* By way of explanation ft should be
pointed out that the Barnard undergraduo-
ates who declare their intention of later
entering the professional schools of pali-
tieal science, architecture, business, jour-
nglism, medicine, music, education, &c,, are
divided Into two classes: those who leave
Barnard at the end of the sophomore year,
without eandidacy for the bachelor of arts
degree and those, who at the end of the
junior year wish to take advantage of the
combined course, counting the first year of
an approved professional school in place of
the sgenior year at Barnard. Students of
the last named cluss who meet the neces
sary requirements may, on satisfactory
completion of the first year In the profes

slonal school, hecome candidates for the
bachelor of arts degree
"1 bhelleve that temperamentally most

women,” contued Dean Gildersleeve, “in
c¢line to prefer the professions that tend to
congerve or develop lfe, That i why a
larger number entering the professional
gchools after their colleginte conrse select
the gchools of medicine, soclal work, poli
ties or teaching rather than law or archi
tecture, 1 belleve it will always bhe that

way. DBusiness careers of course attract
an inereasingly large number. '

Migs Gildersleeve was asked rezanling
the nrgument frequently heard in recent
vears that the woman who worked, al
though not of necessity, was an economic
burden in that she closed some source of
income to her sister who was financialiy
dependent upon her own efforts, Her au
swer was us expressed before that while
remunerative positions cannot be regarded
as doles reserved for the dependent ele
ment of the community, it should be re
garded almost as a duty, In the higher
fields of endeavor at lemst, for women
ecconomically independent to lend their tal
entg in fields of sclentifiec research, polities,
gocinl work or other activities where the
monetary reward may be amall but the
opportunity for service incaleulable, “One
grent advantage from woman =uffrage,’”’
Miss Cildersleeve added, “shonld the
fnereased apportunity for the proctichl ap
piieation of this principle”

It is in the artienlation of the p
stonal and collegiate study courses and tl
cnreful pointing of students’ careers
lines from which they may be expected to
nehleve the most gond for themeslves

T

rofes

ilone

thé eommunity of which they sre v et
that, In the opinfon of Ml Gllderslecys
the women's colleses of the country haves

their greatest work

incidental but has entered upon a

tant role in promoting broad ideas.

tion,
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have to
thought and civilization,

By means of a flexible grouping

seribed studies.

Barnard College, according to its dean, will play an impor-

1 Women's determination to enter law, medicine, politics,
journalism, &c., gives a new aspect to their higher educa-

Barnard secks to meet the problems of elective and pre

Instructional work as a earcer for women is urged on
Barnard graduates as one admirably suited to those secking
a life of usefulness to their generation.

\ EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS AT BARNARD COLLEGE
EDUCATlONAL work of women's colleges is no longer

new and useful era.

they are a part,

Latin is no longer prescribed at Barnard, but instead
quire wide knowledge of classieal history,

of related subjects

Oxford offers hospitality, and Dean Gildersleeve hopes
that Columbia will shon open her law school to Barnard
These are the leading and latest hopes of this great

girls.
college for women.

Medicine, social wark and politics and other fields tending
to conterve or develop life are other openings popular with
the present day girl graduate.
Barnard attributes to the war.

The idea that rules in choice of a life work is to achieve
the most good for themselves and the community of which

An international movement is under way for facilitating
exchanges of students and instructors between women's col.
leges and universities of the Old and New Waorlds.
movement Barnard is proud to lead.

This interest the dean of

In this

Problem Has International Aspect, Educator
Points Out, as Her Sex Almost Everywhere
Meets Competition of Men and Society
Demands Best Work From All

Converning the various professional
delds mentioned in which women are play-
ing a more and more important part and
the opportunities afforded Dean Gllder-
sléeve referred to the official bulletin of
Parnard College for 1521-1922. In the field
of social work the bulletin announces:

nvmali bis

“Exceptionnl adyvantuges

for students desiring to = o in eco-
nomies, soclology nnd socli] economy In
preparation for socin]l and ',-nl'.\ﬂi}l!‘up:'-.
work, Besldes o courses given ot Bar-
nard In economica and soclinl s¢lenes, cer-
taln gridunte courses in this department
of Columbin University are open, with the
consen department and of the
ommittes i instruction, to Ape ¥
aualifisd sceniors Througli an arrongs
ment with the New York Eechwol of Socl

lntter institu-

Waork certaln courses (n the

tlon may also he pursted | by
spocinlly  qualified s=enfors  nnd  counted
townrd the Barnard degros’ The purpose

to fit men and women

in either professional or

of this schoul is

for soctal sarvice

oluntesr work."

Thus 1&g the collegizate work of a student
at Parnard  inelined to enter the social
aervice tleld shapel toward eventual entry
Into this professtonal department either at
the end of the sophomore year or a year
luter, when the Interruption to the col-
loglate work does not prevent the subse
quent achievement of the degree of bach

vlor of arts,  The opportunities are the
game  under  the  faealties  of  polltieal
woience, philogophy awdl pare science, in

the schools of architecture, business, jour
aniism, medicine, education and music. In
tnis development, which for obvious rea
.ons has proceeded Mmrther in colleges that
onstitute an integral part of a great uni
versity, Miss Gilderslesve thinks Parnard
i= leading the wuy.

Columbia Law School
May Open Door te Women

“The professional schools of Columbia
i"niversity,” she declares, "accord a greater

messure of hospitality to the woman stu- 2

dent than is the case eisewhere. 1 hope
eventually to overcome existing prejudices
wnil see the Law School of Columbia open
Hurvard and Radeliffe have, 1
believe, soimme  similar  opportunity for
greater articnlation of graduate and pro-

Lo wolrer.

fegsional work, but Harvard is, T think,
lesg hospitable in {ts reception of the
woman student and of course gives her no
degree

It is worthy of note in this connection
that Columbia University, however modern
in other respects, has not vet followed the
lead of New York University, Yale. the
University of California, the University
of Chicago and others in opening its law
gchool to women,

In the internationnl uspect eduea
tional reform, in so far as it applies to
women's colleges, Miss Glldersleeve i tak
ne u keen and netive part., She is chair
man of the committer on international re
lations the American Association of
U'niversity Women, which wnas organized
in 1918 to cooperate with the Institute of
Internatlonnl Education in the develop-
ment of this phase of educational work.
Numerous agencies, such as the American
University Unlon in Londom and similar
organizations In Parls and Rome, have
heen ereated to advise, facilitate and en
conrage exchanges of students and- instrne
tors hetween the colleges amd universities
of the old and new worlds, Miss Gilder-
gleeve s particularly interested and ls giv
Ing & not Inconglderable part of her time
and attention to the working out of a sat
lefactory method of selecting American
students for Oxford and in the acquire
ment of o home for American students in
Pari=.

The work of deviging a plan
election of Ameriean women stadents ror
Oxford hns beon undertaken at the reguest
o the Oxford authorities. At hest
amons British aniversity has accommods
tleng for only ahout twenty-five
tdents, sud that

ol

for Lhe

nimber of

rom one American collegs
vl Reominoen dINring recent vears

in her relntion=hips with Enropenn insti
tutions Parnaed Colloge votie of et
vaars to occupy an intepisting position

Nearly all the vomen's colleges have hebn,
it i true, very progressive and generous in
internutional fleld Bryn Mawr, for
example, has for many years supported o
large namber of fellowships for forelgn
students, Smith has been particularly in-
terested in Spuin, Wellesley in the Orient,
Vasaar in Czecho-Slovekin, But Barpard,
#t the eastern gateway of our country
a chance ta come In contact with
nationalities

Practically all of the European students
who come to attend the women's colleges
of Ameriea arrive at New York. Many find
n temporary home In Barnarid’s dormitories
from Parnard’

the

M
many

and advice and peslstnnee
Some pass on to the schools of New
the South ar the West. But thelr
thelr Inst with

11 the

fuenlty.
England
anil contacrt

through

firet sty

Amerlean eollege COITes

hospitality of Barnard. There is no com
piarable agency for the American student
in BEurope, and the establishment of a honu
for American college women and Inter
national headquarters in Paris, prelimi-
nary negotiations for which have already
heen completed, is, in the opinfon of Miss
(Hldersleeve, one of the pressing needs of
the time,

In America, us in Europe, the ideal edu
cation for women is one which avoids two
evil views of life—evil, that is, because of
their destructive work on character; these
are the sentimental and the sordidly ma-
terial views, Dean Glldergleeve was among
the first of the educators who enthnsiastl
ecally advoeated an education that should
it & woman for pecuniary independence,
but without subordipating the highest
things of life. She belongs In the van of
the thinkers who helieve that eduecational
methods are never finished, never perfect.
bt stand In need of constant revision,

With the dictum of a famous teacher of
the Sorbonne to the effect that rhetoric as
well as muathematics chenge with other
changing things, especially in their study.
most modern teachers now agree, In-
deed, the older selences—mathematics and
on which the new sciences de-
pemd it i3 now thought essential to re
study every vear or so. Thus they will be
kept fresh for the needs of the hour.

By keeping mp to date, to use an ordinary
expression which in thi= relation is not
partivularly  deseriptive, and always in
tonuh with things of the day, the woman's
college best exhibits its usefulness. Bar
nard hns heen among the first to do two
things essentind to real vitality in any col
lege: kept her study groupings
modern and she has stabilized them.

physies,

2he

Draws From Every Land;
Only Half Are Residents

The methods of Barnard have a wide
.nffuence, due partly to the enormous terri
tory she draws on for matriculates. This
territory is the entire country, with more
thgn ‘sprinklings from foreign lands. A
few vears ago the majority of Barnurd stu
dents were residents of New York elty, but
the enrolment of the new session revenled
that more than onehalf them come
irom out of town and nearly every cornes
of the Republic is represented.

A study of these methods explains the
unprecedented  recent  enrolment which
Barnard shares In common with other well
known colleges for women, It has been
<0 great, and, as It would seem, so unex
pected, that economists ure looking care
tally at the fgures to deduce facts from
them. The true cause of this popularity
of Bernard, however, is on the surface and
referred to as a general
change in cwgricula, whereby education is
Lbecoming m-:\‘ and more vocational.

Barnard's effort, likely to Iu; successful

ol

has been alrewds

to have Columbin open Its law school to
women is an attraction, while its advan
tages for mcgquiring a proficlency in ace

countaney, insurnnce, the study of advertis
ing and marketing of products and in truth
for getting workahble knowledge of almost
any department of business draw students
Thess changes have developad Barnard into
a distinetively national institution

One of the stelking fucts of this vear's
registrution, Dean Gildersleeve pointed out
# the number of students who transferred
from other collegges to Barnard, the in
crease in these transfers being 25 per cent
over jast

In

veur
adoption of a new
undergraduates the
freedom

snnonncing the
status of university
genernl ftrend
without in any wise lowering standards
“On the contrary, the object of this legis
lition,” sald the dean, attract te
Barnard, or to the status of university un
dergraduntes, students the very ablest

has been townrd

“is to

af

wort, whether from other colleges or fron
schools, In the course of n few vears this
legislation and similar provigions which
will from time to time be Instituted should

temd to ralse the qualky of Barnard stu

ents pnd the stundard of its scholarship
It menns the giving to Baroard of muac)
e to really first-rate material, o
the Instruction, the
i depends. It Is vers
puch to be hoped that Barneed will gradu
sttract from all purts of the world
tidonta of the ablest character, and tht
cosmopolitan in type whils
continwing to be a thoroughly sound co
lege for students who live in the vieinits
Barnard thus has enlarged its curriculs
in a perceptible degree to include o good

PO e

& hied o ol Prinsat

t will hecome

muny fentures that border on the voes
tional, even while It has not bhranched out
nto =choanls of cotimeres, finanee and the

lke
nel and an enlarged programme of instroa
tion are moags to the same snd,

But it {a Dean Glldersleeve's firm belief
thnt the emphasis placed on practical (dens
will swoep olassicism on In the tide. And
the fact seems to be that the two svstenis
of sduention are not anthgonistie,
'|||.
mit more
Iherally enlarged,

The changes in the teaching person

but help
By either system there will be turnod

students with minds that ake




